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HA delivers goodwill during holidays

Story and photo by Staff Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
4" Public Affairs Detachment

KOHI SAFI, Afghanistan— Santacamealittlelate; however,
he still came bearing gifts as Soldiers, members of the Army
Material Command and U.S. Defense Contract Management
Agency delivered humanitarian aid to villages in the Kohi S&fi
region of the Parwan Province Saturday.

Theaid wasaphilanthropic gesture by citizensfromthe U.S.
and part of the continuous commitment by the coalition forces
to help stabilize and rejuvenate the Afghan communities sur-
rounding BagramAir Base.

“The previous commander saw the conditions of villages
and the needs of the people, and wanted to help, so he asked his
church back inthe (U.S.) to start collecting donations and today
istheharvest of hisefforts,” said Navy Cmdr. Herb Byrns, com-
mander of the DCMA in Afghanistan. “The donations by the
(St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Sunnyvale, Ca.) illustrate the
compassion and concern peopleinthe U.S. havefor the citizens
here.”

Saturday’s humanitarian endeavor to the Kohi Safi region
wastwo Army M939 5-ton tactical cargo trucksfilled with food
and two sport utility vehiclesloaded with school supplies, blan-
kets, clothing and what seemed to be the most enjoyableitem of
the aid for the village children —toys.

Sgt. Angelo Tartaglia hands out toys to Kohi Safi children as part of a
humanitarian aid relief effort Saturday.

Chief of Army Reserve discusses upcoming changes

Story by Sgt. Alex Delgado
and Spc. Gwen Holmes
211" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Chief of the
Army Reservelt. Gen. JamesR. Helmly re-
cently addressed Soldiershere at atown hall
meeting to discuss recent and upcoming
changesin the mission of theArmy Reserve
and Army National Guard.

The Army Reserve's commander since
2002, Helmly conveyed the appreciation he
and his staff have for Reserve and National
Guard Soldiers.

“We honor their service,” Helmly said.
“Soldiers are the foundation and the center-
piece of the Army, not equipment. (They
are) led by agreat chief of staff (Gen. Peter J.
Schoomaker). Heis making things signifi-
cantly better for Soldiers.”

During hisface-to-face meeting with the
troops, Helmly expressed concern for Sol-

See GOODWILL, Page 3

dier readiness and spoke about waysto bet-
ter accomplish theArmy Reserveand Army
National Guard missions.

Improving the mobilization process for
Army Reserve and Army National Guard
Soldiersis one of the general’s main goals.
Helmly said the current mobilization process
is too cumbersome and should be stream-
lined.

“Units are too worried about getting

See CHANGES, Page 3

English/Dari phrase of the day: My name is - Naam man (name) asst
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World News (Compiled from CNN.com)

U.S. Soldiersstand guardin Baghdad'sKarada
neighborhood Tuesday.

Al Qaeda videos found in Iraq

BAGHDAD, Irag—U.S. forcesoperating
inthe so-called Sunni Triangle—the region of
Iraqg most loya to captured former dictator
Saddam Hussein — found a significant weap-
onscachethat included a Qaedaliteratureand
videotapes, the U.S. military said Tuesday.

Members of Task Force Ironhorse 2nd
Infantry’sArrowhead Brigade discovered the
materia Monday morning a asitein Samarra,
about 65 miles north-northwest of Baghdad.
Some of the items were found hidden in a
fasewal, themilitary said.

The troops also found a British-made
body armor platewithabullet hole. U.S. Cen-
tral Command said it was an indication that
insurgents were testing the ceramic plate’'s
ability to withstand expended anti-personnel
ammunition.

In addition to the a Qaedalliterature and
videos, thetroopsfound nearly 8,000 rounds
of ammunition; 160 mortar roundsand six mor-
tar tubes; 43 rocket-propelled grenadelaunch-
ersand 79 rocket-propelled grenades (RPGS);
and 19AK-47 assault rifles, aswell asdozens
of other weapons.

Themilitary also said asignificant amount
of C4and TNT explosivesmateria wasfound,
aswasmaterial to makeimprovised explosive
devices—the crudely made bombs that have
killed or maimed dozens of coalition troops.

That was just one of several large weap-
ons caches uncovered in Irag in the last two

days.

JonBenet Ramsey

DNA submission could offer
break in JonBenet case

DENVER - If the attorney for JonBenet
Ramsey’sfamily isright, the murder of the 6-
year-old beauty queen could be solved by some
facdesscrimelabtechnician.

A mae DNA sample that was found on
JonBenet’sunderwear was submitted recently
to an FBI database, said attorney Lin Wood,
who called it a“dramatic development” that
could clear John and Patsy Ramsey.

But expertsare not so optimistic.

A suspect will befound fromthe DNA da
tabase only if hehad been required to submit a
DNA sampleafter being convicted of aviolent
felony, said Zack Gaskin, technical director of
forenscsfor DNAPrint Genomicsof Sarasota,
Florida

Therewasnoimmediate match, but Wood
said new samples from criminals and crime
scenes around the country are added daily.

Hamburg hospital gets

car bomb alert from intel

BERLIN — Police increased security a a
Germanmilitary hospital in Hamburg after in-
telligence information warned of acar bomb-
ing plot againgt the hospital by suspected Is-
lamicterrorists, Hamburg policesaid.

Police called the threat to the German
Army’s Wandsbek Hospital Tuesday “very
serious’ and shut off severd streets around
thebuilding.

Hamburg police received the information
from unidentified “security sources’ a 2:30
p.m. (1330 GMT), acity police statement said.

It stated that authorities had “concretein-
dications of people who want to carry out at-
tacks by means of acar bomb” on thefacility,

in the suburb of Wandsbek.

“Those potentiadly involved are believed
to befroman Idamicterrorist background,” it
added, without €l aborating.

Hamburg's top security official, Dirk
Nockemann was quoted by The Associated
Pressassayingthat “ anAmericanintelligence
agency” was the source of the tip, which he
said pointed to Ansar a-1dam, agroup based
innorthern Iraq that U.S. officialsbelieve has
linksto al Qaeda.

A woman cries Tuesday during a relative's fu-
neral in Bam.

Death toll rises to 28,000

BAM, Iran — With aftershocks rumbling
through the region, the degth toll in Bam has
reached 28,000 from last week’ searthquiake, an
officid inthedevastated Iranian city said Tues-
day. The grim numbers came aday after the
nation’stop political and spiritual leadersvis-
ited the ancient city in southeastern Iran and
promisedtorebuildit.

“Relying on the cooperation and assis-
tance of thelranian nation, wewill reconstruct
Bam,” Iranian President Mohammad K hatami
said Monday, according to the state-run Is-
lamic Republic News Agency.

“From now on, we all need to talk about
life, and hand in hand, try to reconstruct the
quake-stricken regions.”

Iran’s supreme |leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, aso inspected damage caused by
Friday’s6.6-magnitude quake.

“1 offer my condolences to al families,
brothers and sisterswho lost their loved ones
inthis catastrophewith adl my heart,” hesaid.

Khamenei urged al Iraniansand groupsto
help, saying, “Aid should continue to come
so that, God willing, it will be possibleto re-
build the city of Bam better and thistime stron-
ger than before.”
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“My officeasked mewhat | wanted for Christmasand | said toys
for the children here,” said Kelli Sipple of DCMA. “It may sound
corny, but that’s truly what | wanted for Christmas. | want to help
out and make adifference herethe best way | can, and for Christmas
| thought the best way to do that was to give toys to the children.”

Sipple noted that her agency’s Christmas present surpass her
expectations when she received 300 toysin the mail.

Saturday’s delivery wasthe third mission that involved DCMA
contributions. The two previous missions saw the agency deliver-
ing more than 6,000 pounds of goods such as school supplies,
clothing, blankets and kitchen aid.

Along with delivering the humanitarian relief Bagram officials
were afforded the opportunity to speak in depth with a Kohi Sefi
region representative about issues and concerns of the villages.

“The people of Kohi Safi want to help the coalition force suc-
ceed,” said Gul Zamon, representativefor the Kohi Safi region. “We
understand that it is the (coalition) that is helping to liberate Af-
ghanistan, so we want to help anyway we can.”

In the discussion, Zamon and Bagram official s spoke about build-
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ready for the mobilization and not about the
mission,” Helmly said. “I don’t want (Sol-
diers) to worry about mobilization. | want
(them) to be ready to accomplish the mis-
sion.”

Theincreasein operational-tempofor the
Army Reserveand Army National Guard has
exposed shortages in some Military Occu-
pational Specialties (MOS). For example,
Helmly said thereis currently a shortage of
Soldierstrained in the skills of military po-
lice. To counter thisproblem, theArmy Re-
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ing schoolsin the Kohi Safi region, the need for ahealth clinic and
possiblejobsfor village males.

Zamon stated that the region desperately needs a health clinic
becauseit isdifficult for villagersto get to Kabul, where the nearest
clinicavailable.

“Five percent of the women here die giving birth due to birth
complications,” said Zamon. “By thetimethey get to Kabul itistoo
late.”

Bagram officials responded by saying that they would assess
the possibility of having amedical assistance team visit the village
once a month, and that the plans for building a school and health
clinic were being evaluated.

Thegroup closed their discussion with thetalk of Bagram secu-
rity forces spending an overnight visit in the one of the region’s
villagesto get abetter understating of the problemsfacing the com-
munities and to get a better security perspective of the Kohi Safi
region.

“We are dedicated to helping the villages,” said Mgj. David
Long, officer in charge for Bagram's Base Operations Civil Affairs
office. “Our effortsare acontinuous commitment from the U.S.(and
coalitionforces).”

serve and Army National Guard. Of that
number, about one-third or an estimated
18,000 Soldiersactually transfer tothe Army
Reserve or Army National Guard.

Last year 16,000 officerseligibletotrans-
fer into the Army Reserve or National Guard
|eft active duty and were not offered incen-
tives to transfer.

Currently, therewerenoincentivesin place
to enticethese Soldiersto join either service.

Retirement benefits for Army Reserve
and Army National Guard Soldiers are also
in the process of being changed according
to Helmly. Among the changes being pro-

serveand Army National Guard are starting

Photo by Sgt. Alex Delgado

posed isthelowering of the minimum ageto

new units and, in some cases, converting
existing units to relieve some of the stress
on military police unitsthat havefaced heavy
deployment in the last two years. Helmly
believes this strategy should lead to fewer
back-to-back deployments.

Equipment shortages have also been a
problem for Army Reserve and Army Na
tional Guard units. Helmly said Soldiersin
both Afghanistan and Iraq are being de-
ployed with equipment either outdated or
not needed for their mission. To rectify this
problem, Helmly said Army Reserve and
Army National Guard units’' Modified Table
of Organizational Equipment (MTOE) are
being adapted to include M-4 Carbine as-
sault weapons and other essential equipment

Chief of the Army Reserve Lt. Gen. James R.
Helmly addresses Soldiers at a town hall meet-
ing on hisrecent visit to Bagram Air Base.

toincrease and improve their mission capa
bilities.

Hesaid production of ballistic platesfor
the individual body armor vest has been in-
creased to meet demand. Helmly said all
forceson the ground would be supplied with
these plates no later than February for Sol-
diersinlrag, and no later than April for Sol-
diersin Afghanistan.

Mission readinessalso relieson the abil -
ity toretain qudity, qudified Soldiersaccord-
ing to Helmly. Each year approximately
46,000 enlisted Soldiers who leave active-
duty aredligiblefor serviceinthe Army Re-

receive retirement benefitsfrom 60to 55in
hopes of enticing more Soldiers to stay in
the service for up to 30-years. Asaresult,
unit readiness should improve and experi-
enced senior leaders would not be lost.

Helmly is scheduled to meet with key
officialsin Washington to addressthese and
other issues on behalf of Army Reserve and
Army National Guard Soldiers.

With the ever increasing dependence on
incorporating reserve force soldiers into
supporting combat operations and helping
to support nations' reconstruction efforts,
addressing concerns of Soldiersin thefield
and showing support from above were two
tasks General Helmly embraced during his
visit to Afghanistan.
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DoD announces military
commission review panel

Story by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON —Trids of detainees accused of terrorist
actscameastep closer today, following threemovesannounced
by senior Pentagon officids.

The Defense Department announced the selection of key
personned associated with military commissions and the issu-
ance of anew ingruction that creates a Military Commisson
Review Pand.

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld hasdesignated four
peopletoserveonthepand. They are Griffin B. Bell, U.S. Attor-
ney Genera under Presdent Carter; Edward G Biester, ajudge
withthe Court of Common Pleasof BucksCounty, Pa; William T.
Coleman J., aformer Transportation secretary; and Frank Will-
iams, the chief justice of the Rhode |d and Supreme Court.

Themenwill servefor two-year terms, and will becommis-
soned asArmy mgjor generalsduring their terms.

Officidsaso rdeased the instruction governing the board.
Under the ingtruction, panel members will review the military
commission proceedings. “ Thepanel may consider writtenand
ord arguments by the defense, the prosecution and the govern-
ment of the nation of which the accused is a citizen,” said a
senior defenseofficid. “If thereview panel findsthat amateria
error of law hasoccurred, thereview pand will returnthecasefor
further proceedings, which may include dismissal of charges.”

Thepand may make recommendationsto the defense secre-
tary, including in sentencing matters. Written opinions of there-
view pand will bepublished, officidssaid. Theresultsof al mili-
tary commissontridswill automatically gotothereview pand.

Establishing the panel should go a long way to alaying
fears that many critics have that the process does not have
enough safeguards, officids said.

On July 3, President Bush determined that six enemy com-
batants are subject to the military commissons. Two of those
detainees have received defense counsdls.

Bagram Air Base
MWR presents

“Legally Blonde”
1530Z at theMWR building:

When a blonde sorority queen is dumped by
her boyfriend, she decidesto follow him to
law school to get him back and, once there,

learns she has more legal savvy than she
ever imagined.
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Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Thursday
Uzbekistan:  Light Snow Cloudy

H: 39F H: 36F

L: 18F L: 15F
Bagram: Mostly Cloudy Light Snow

H: 48F H: 37F

L: 23F L: 18F
Kabul: Mostly Cloudy Light Snow

H: 46F H: 36F

L: 21F L: 16F
Kandahar: Dusty Dusty

H: 55F H: 54F

L: 36F L: 32F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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Steve Spurrier resigns as Skins’ coach
WASHINGTON - Steve
Spurrier resigned as head coach of
the Washington Redskins on Tues-
day, ending afailed attempt to bring
hisFun‘n’ Gun offensetothe NFL.

“Thisisavery demandingjob,”
Spurrier saidin astatement released
by theteam. “It'salong grind and |
fed that after 20 years as a head
coach, there are other things that |
need to do.”

Spurrier quit threedaysafter the
Redskinsfinished 5-11 by losing 10
of their last 12 games. Spurrier's
record was 12-20 over two seasons.

“1 dmply believethat thisistheright timefor meto moveon, because
thisteam needs new leadership. ... I’ ve enjoyed my timein Washington.
Obvioudy, dl of the losing can wear you down, but | believe that the
franchiseis headed in the right direction,” the coach said.

Spurrier confirmed his resignation after two hours of confusion
during which he told a newspaper he hadn’t quit — even though the
team announced that he did. Spurrier was not aware that fina details
already were worked out between his agent and the team.

“We had alittlemiscommunication there,” Spurrier told The Associ-
ated Press.

SeveSpurrier

Nebraska football waits for new coach

SANANTONIO—Now it'sSteve Pederson’'smaove.

Bo Pdini said Tuesday the Nebraska footbd| program is essentidly
shut down pending the naming of anew head coach, and it is Pederson
who has been conducting aone-man search to replace Frank Salich.

Pedersonfired SolichonNov. 29.

Pdini and hisfellow Cornhusker assstantsareinlimbo after fulfilling
their respongibilities of preparing Nebraska for Monday night’s Alamo
Bowl.

“They ared| pretty much unemployed now,” Pelini said Tuesday.

Asinterim head coach, Pdini ledtheNo. 22 Huskerstoa17-3win over
Michigan Sateinthebowl game. Hedid not ruleout looking for another job
now that thebowl gameisover.

Pdini said he had not talked to Pederson sinceimmediately &fter the
game, and that was only abrief encounter.

“He shook my hand and said nicejob,” Pdlini said.

When Pederson named Pelini interim head coach, hesaid Pelini woul d
servethrough the bowl game.

“I'vegot tomakesuremy family istaken careof,” Pdini said.

Pdini dso said he was not in negotiations with Pederson and thet he
had been given noindication when the seerch for anew coach would end.
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(Compiled from Sl .com)

Blazers finally get first away win

EAST RUTHERFORD,N.J—
Asthebadl rolled upcourt and fina
horn sounded, smiles gppeared on
the faces of a couple of Portland
Trall Blazers

Winning ontheroad wassweet
— egpecidly after losing the firgt
10gamesaway fromhome.

The Trall Blazers became the
last NBA team to win on the road
thisseason, usingtheir defenseand
rebounding in thefourth quarter to
defeat the New Jersey Nets 91-87
Monday night.

“Weneeded thisred bad,” Jeff
Mclnnis said. “It was a desperate
game Weknewitwasabiggame It
wascrucid for our team. Weredly
focusad in tonight and said we re going to get thiswin.”

Rasheed Wallace scored 16 points, Zach Randolph had 14 pointsand
13 rebounds, and Mclnnisadded 13 for Portland, which outrebounded the
Nets44-28in besting New Jersey for the second time this season.

Kaniel Dickens was pressed into
action dueto Dale Davis' injuryand
made both hisshot attempts.

Govt. bans herbal supplement ephedra

WASHINGTON — The Bush adminigration is banning the sdle of
ephedraearly next year and urged consumers Tuesday toimmediately sop
using theherba simulant linked to the death of Batimore Oriolespitcher
SeveBechler.

Ephedra has been blamed for 155 desths and dozens of heart atacks
and grokes, and the NFL, NCAA and International Olympic Committee
banned its use. Mgor League Basshal did not.

Thegovernment'sfirst ban on adietary supplement comeseight years
after the Food and Drug Adminigtration began receiving reportsthet ephe-
dra could be dangerous.

“The time to stop taking these productsis now,” Hedth and Human
Services Secretary Tommy Thompson said. “They aressmply too risky to
be used”

Ephedra once was hugdly popular for weight loss and body building.
But it can cause life-threstening side effects even in seemingly hedthy
people who use the recommended doses, because the amphetamine-like
stimulant speeds heart rate and congtricts blood vessdls. It is particularly
risky for anyone with heart diseese or high blood pressure or people en-
gaging in strenuous exercise.

The ban ian't immediate because federd rules require certain paper-
work stepsthat mean the earliest it could take effect would be March. But
the FDA wrote 62 current and former manufacturerson Tuesday that, “we
intend to shut you down,” said Commissioner Mark McCldlan.
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Afghanistan Hot Topics

U.S. Captures 100 fighters on Afghan-

Pakistani border, Associated Press says

(Bloomberg) —A U.S.-led operation to flush out al Qaeda
and Taliban fighters from Afghanistan’s border with Pakistan
has ended after four weeks, with the capture of more than 100
suspects and the deaths of 10, The Associated Press said, cit-
ingthe U.S. Army.

Two Afghan soldierswerekilled during Operation Avalanche,
which wound up yesterday, AP cited Lt. Col. Bryan Hilferty as
saying.

There were no other fatalities in the 2,000- strong U.S.-led
force, he said. The start of the operation was marred by the
deaths of 15 children in raids on suspected militants, AP said.

“Most important is what didn’t happen,” AP cited Hilferty
as saying at a news conference. The operation, in the south
and east of Afghanistan, followed attacks on aid workers and
U.S. soldiersin the border areas.

Hilferty said attacks had slowed, enabling troops to reopen
a highway to the south, AP said.

Operation Avalanche was designed in part to keep anti-coa-
lition fighters on the defensive during the meeting of
Afghanistan’s Loya Jirga, a convention to decide on a new
constitution that started two weeks ago, AFP said.

India gives trucks to new Afghan army

KABUL, Afghanistan (AFP) — India on Tuesday donated 300
military vehiclesto Afghanistan’sfledgling national army to helpit
in its struggle against the militants launching regular attacks on
troops.

Thedelivery cameaday after five Afghan National Army troops
werekilled and three otherswounded in an attack by militantsin the
southern border town of Spin Boldak.

Thedonation of military trucks, jeeps and ambulancesis part of
New Delhi’s contribution to rebuild the army, Indian ambassador
Vivek Katju said during a handover ceremony at the presidential
palacein Kabul.

“We are committed to the reconstruction of Afghanistan; thisis
part of our support which isgoing on,” he said.

Afghan officia s said they appreciated the help from India, which
has been rebuilding its ties with Afghanistan since the fall of the
Talibanin 2001.

“The two countries have been good friends throughout his-
tory,” said Gen. Bismullah Khan, chief of staff at the defence minis-
try.

“Not only for this donation but | also thank the Indian govern-
ment for their help and support during our resistance against terror-
ism,” Khan said.

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

He was referring to New Delhi’s support for the Northern Alli-
ance during its fight against the Taliban, which was supported by
Pakistan until the Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks pushed Islamabad
into making aU-turn and joining the U.S.-led war on terror.

Voting close on post-Taliban constitution

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — Afghanistan’'s grand council
is nearing a vote on a post-Taliban constitution.

After more than two weeks of debate, most of the 502 del-
egates to the council, or loya jirga, appear to support U.S.-
backed President Hamid Karzai's call for astrongly centralized
government.

But opponents are still pressing to award parliament enough
powers to keep the president in check, and for a stronger role
for Islam.

Karzai argues a powerful presidency isthe only way to hold
the country together asit recovers from more than two decades
of fighting. Others argue such powers could lead to a dictator-
ship.

A compromise draft unveiled Sunday forces the president
to consult parliament on all major policies and seek its approval
on key appointments.

A voteto ratify the constitution could come | ater thisweek.

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

By Kevin Kilgore
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